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The study area of the city Dum Dum, very adjacent to Dum Dum Airport is comprising - North 
Dum Dum, Dum Dum, South Dum Dum Municipality, Bidhannagar Municipal Corporation and 
1-5 & 13 municipal wards of Kolkata Municipal Corporation. The history of British people & 
incidents of Dum Dum Cantonment is the subject material of the book British Dum Dum. The 
remaining part means the peripheral of Dum Dum Cantonment is placed in the book Swadeshi 
Dum Dum. This part is dominated by the stories of native of Dum Dum in the colonial period. 

In 19th century suburb Dum Dum was known as the ‘Garden city’. Because most of the 
eminent rich Bengali families set up their garden or farm houses in Dum Dum, these garden 
houses were not only the mere places of entertainment, these houses played an important role in 
the renaissance of Bengal. After a painstaking research, a list containing 150 such garden houses 
of 19th century is prepared with their short description. Among them 18 families are selected for 
detailed description who played a great importance in the history of Bengal, such as - ruler of 
Southern Bengal - Saborno family at Nimta, Basak-Seth-Mullick - the then giant businessmen & 
bankers of Bengal, house of Prince Dwarakanath Tagore - Belgachia Villa, house of Tagore - 
Mullick-Mookherjee - Seven Tanks, house of Singha family - Paikpara House, house of Tagore 
family - Emerald Bower, house of Babu Asutosh De at Belgachia, house of Raja Baidyanath 
Roy at Dum Dum Chiriamore, houses of Babu Mutty Lai Seal, house of Babu Digambar Mitra - 
Mohon Kanan, house of Anandamohon Bose - Fairy Hall, garden of Khelat Chandra Ghosh & 
Tala Tank, garden of Babu Kaliprasad Dutta, houses of Rani Rashmoni, garden house of Babu 
Dinanath Das, hosue of Babu Narayankrishna Sen, house of first Bengali civil engineer Babu 
Nilmoni Mitra, house & garden of Babu Girindra Kumar Laha. 

























Dum Dum played a vital role in Indian stage in 19th century. Belgachia Natyashala was 
the first stage of modern Indian theatre situated in Dum Dum. Centering this stage, great poet 
Michael Madhusudan Dutta emerged who first wrote a series of Bengali dramas for stage 
performance. The eminent social reformer of Bengal, as well as India - Iswar Chandra 
Vidyasagar had a close relation with Rajas of Paikpara, who played a great role in spreading 
women education and widow remarriage in Bengal. First Bengali prose writer Ramram Bose 
completed his educational life in a flourished village Nimata, Dum Dum. Nimta was the birth 
place of famous Bengali poet Satyendranath Dutta. National poet of Bangladesh - Kazi Najrul 
Islam spent several years in Dum Dum and enriched Gramaphone Company (situated at Dum 
Dum) through his great poetic contribution. Notable classical singer Gauhar Jaan used to come at 
the residence of Sekhawat merchant Dooly Chand Seth at Dum Dum for learning and performing 
her art of music. Renowned intellectual Kishori Chand Mitra resided at Dum Dum, who had a 
great role in the versatile field of development in Bengal. First Bengali Film making companies - 
The British Dominion Film Company and Tajmahal Film Company were set up in Dum Dum by 
two famed filmmakers - Dhirennath Ganguly and Sishir Kumar Bhaduri. Dum Dum is the birth 
place and work place of eminent Bengali intellectuals. A detailed description with their 
biographies is incorporated in Swadeshi Dum Dum. 

Dum Dum - Cossipore is a holy place visiting by Ramakrishna Paramhansha and Swami 
Vivekananda. Ramakrishna spent last eight months of his life at Cossipore Udyanbati. Returning 
from World Religion Parliament Chicago, USA, Swami Vivekananda stayed at Dum Dum with 
his friends from abroad. Father of the Nation - Mahatma Gandhi several times visited Dum Dum 
and in 1946 when he came at Dum Dum Central Jail to meet with political prisoners, boldly 
declared "I believe Netaji is alive. If someone shows me ashes, even then I will not believe that 
Subash is not alive." Gandhi renamed ‘Sabita Ashram’ as ‘Abhoy Ashram’ of Dum Dum, which 
was a self sustained khadi manufacturing institution in British period. Follower of Gandhi 
Lakshmi Kanta Pramanik of Salt Lake, known as ‘Labran Hrader Gandhi’ (Gandhi of Salt Lake) 
for his historic Laban Satyagraha. Dum Dum was the hotspot of the freedom movement of 
British India. Dum Dum paved the path of social reform movement through widow remarriage, 
women education etc. By ignoring the social taboo of Kalapani (sea crossing was forbidden at 
the time in Hindu society) Dum Dum was the first place, where three sea crossing ICS Bengalees 
were felicitated by the natives. Swadeshi Mela or Hindu Mela was very much nurtured by 
nationalists of Bengal in second half of 19th century in Dum Dum. It was the pathfinder of the 
first political party of India - Indian National Congress. 

Dum Dum was the founder of a series of famous native industries in India. First native 
medicine manufacturing company in India - ‘B K Pal & Co.’, famous Aurvedic medicine 
manufacturing unit ‘Sadhana Ousadhalaya’ established their factory sheds in Dum Dum. 
Renowned agro based industry ‘Globe Nursury’ was established in Dum Dum. Private light 
railway, connecting Shyambazar of North Kolkata (Calcutta) to Hashnabad of present North 24 
Pargannas was laid down through Dum Dum to connect the city with interior part of Bengal. The 
project was the brainchild of famous industrialist Sir Rajendra Nath Mookherjee. The two great 
medical institutions of India - R G Kar Medical College & Hospital and Bengal Veterinary 
College were set up at Dum Dum in colonial period. Dum Dum has three flourished daily 
markets aged more than one hundred years. 

Dum Dum is, in actuality not a city of the colonial period, it had emerged far before the 
British period, once it was the capital of South Bengal ruled by Saborno Roychowdhury family. 



The book Swadeshi Dum Dum unearthed the social, political, economic, history of the forgotten 
city of Dum Dum, retrieved from archives and libraries from significant parts of the world. 
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